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from OUR Pastor 
Dear Friends, 

 

 As we journey on the road through Lent on our way to Easter, many heartwarming stories of 

Easter joy fill my heart.  I vividly remember a tornado which struck the Goshen UMC in Alabama. 

Here is an excerpt of what happened: 

 

 During morning Worship on Palm Sunday, 1994, a tornado struck the Goshen United 

Methodist Church in Piedmont, Alabama.  It happened during a dramatic presentation.  

The electricity failed, and the congregation was trying to get along without its sound 

system.  A window broke, people screamed, and the building exploded, injuring scores 

of members and killing twenty people.  Among the fatalities was Hannah Clem, four-

year-old daughter of Pastor Kelly Clem. 

 The night after the tragedy, Kelly was trying to sleep, tossing and turning through the 

pain of her own injuries.  An unusual dream came to her.  She saw herself trying to lift 

bricks and toss them aside, clearing away rubble, trying to rescue the victims.  She kept 

doing the same thing over and over.  Everything was gray and dull.  But as her dream 

progressed, she stepped back from the scene and saw, right in the spot where Hannah 

had been buried in rubble, children dressed in beautiful, bright colors.  They seemed 

oblivious to onlookers, and were playing and laughing with each other.  They were 

standing on grass of the greenest green.  When Kelly awoke, a peace settled over her 

and strengthened her for the funerals ahead. 

 The next day, a reporter asked Kelly if the disaster had shattered her faith.  “It hasn’t 

shattered my faith,” she replied.  “I’m holding on to my faith.  It’s holding me.  All of the 

people of Goshen are holding on to each other, along with the hope they will be able to 

rebuild.  Easter is coming.” 

 

 I remember watching the evening news on Easter Sunday where they showed the Goshen 

Church worshipping outside, with Pastor Kelly Clem leading the congregation in singing “We Are 

Standing On Holy Ground.” * Tears welled up in my eyes as I watched the deep Easter faith and 

love being shared by the Pastor and her congregation. 

 As we prepare for the grand celebration of Easter, may we all lift our hearts to God for the amaz-

ing gift of Resurrection.  Looking forward to seeing you all in Worship throughout this very special 

time of year. 

                                                                                                                   In Resurrection Faith, 

       *See page 2                                                                                                  Pastor Bill 
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Month of Sundays—March—April 2018 

DATE EVENT 

March 4th 
Third Sunday in Lent and Celebration of Holy Communion. 

March 11th Fourth Sunday in Lent and Celebration of the 207th anniversary of Chews UMC. 50 

year UMC members will be recognized. 

March 18th 
Fifth Sunday in Lent with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

March 25th 
Palm / Passion Sunday. 

April 1st Celebration of Easter with Holy Communion. 

 

April 8th 
8:30-Early Traditional Worship Service 

10:00 –Children’s Easter Extravaganza and Unified Worship 

April 15th 
Celebration of Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

April 22nd Recognition of our Administrative Committees of Trustees, Finance, and Staff—

Parish Relations. 

April 29th Celebration and welcoming our new members through Confirmation and New Mem-

ber Classes. 

Continued…  
Holy Ground 

“We are standing on Holy Ground, and 

I know that there are angels all around; 

Let us praise Jesus now; 

We are standing in His presence on Holy Ground.” 

The Faith We Sing #2272 

Words and Music: Geron Davis 
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A  W e e k  i n  t h e  L i f e  o f  O u t r e a c h  

 

Every week a group goes out to feed in Camden & Philadelphia. We start in Philadelphia then make 3 stops in 
Camden on our way back. We currently give out between 150 & 200 lunches. This is all from donations from the 
people going out each week & support from others. . If you would like to contribute to this mission. You can put 
monetary donations in the collection basket. We have a dedicated group of ladies who make the sandwiches each 
week. We also supply a piece of fruit, snack & water. We also bring out clothes & toiletries every Tuesday. 

Every Thursday a group gathers at the church to work in the clothing closet, sorting & repacking for the next 
Tuesday or sorting for our monthly clothing distribution to the community or Northgate in Camden. 

Every Saturday we gather the non-perishable items collected from the week & drop the food at either Living 
Word in Blackwood or Magnolia UMC. We also bring any baby formula to Unforgotten Haven in Blackwood. 

The 3rd Saturday of every month is clothing distribution for the community at the church or at Northgate in 
Camden. 

Every week Chews UMC is out touching & helping those in need. 

Food for the Pantry: Any Sunday, boxes located in the Davidson room & the hallway outside the 

Sanctuary. 

THANK YOU! 

We would like to thank everyone who came out to volunteer their help on Martin Luther King, Jr. 

day of service. We assembled 210 toiletry bags and sorted all the clothes form Sunday’s  clothing 

collection. Thank you to all those who donated toiletries to those in need. Also, a huge thank you to 

those who contributed to the Souper Bowl of Caring. We collected 213 non-perishable food items 

and $166.00 for our local food pantries.  

COOKIE BRIGADE 

 

Our Cookie Brigade date will change for 

March and April. We will be meeting the 

FIRST Saturday of the Month instead of the 

second. Hope to see you March 3rd, and 

April 7th. 
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Announcements 

 

 

                             2018 HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE 

 

 

March 29th Holy Thursday   7:00 PM Living Last Supper with the men  of Chews  

                                                       re-enacting the Last Supper. 

March 30th Good Friday       7:00 PM Good Friday Service “Poured Out: Elements of a  

                                                       Resurrection—An Experimental Good Friday Service 

March 31st  Holy Saturday       7:00 PM “He’s Alive” Celebration. Celebrating a  

                                                       joyful, laughing, triumphant Risen Christ. 

April 1st Easter Sunday     8:30 AM Traditional Worship 

                    9:30 AM Contemporary Worship 

                                                     11:00 AM Traditional Worship 

April 8th                8:30 AM  Traditional Worship 

                                                     10:00 AM  Children’s Easter Extravaganza 

GOFERS 

Our Gofers will begin meeting again on Wednesday, March 21st at 1:00 in the Davidson Room. 

Our guest speaker will be Singing Angels. We will meet again in April on Wednesday, the 18th at 

1:00. Guest speaker is still to be determined. We hope you will join us for good company, great 

guest speakers and a delicious lunch. Call the church office at 856-939-1007 for more information 

or to RSVP. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Our upcoming UMW meetings are scheduled for March 13th at 7:30 PM. Guest Speaker will be 

Emma Finn of Yellow House Herbs. She will be teaching us how to make a simple herbal remedy 

we can all use!  On April 10th, we will also be meeting at 7:30 to prepare party favors for our an-

nual Mother/Daughter Banquet which will be held on May 11th this year, so save the date! 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL PLANNING 

Save the date! Our 4th Annual Harvest festival will be held on Saturday, October 27, 2018.  This 

festival allows us to reach out into the community and let them know about our programs and 

mission work.  We depend on you to make it a success! We are asking all members to please 

prayerfully consider volunteering to make this year’s festival a great one. We will keep you in-

formed of further details as they are decided. Please contact Laurie Latherow, Cheryl Stieg, or the 

Church Office for more information.  
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Baptisms 

Ryder Loren Robinson 

January 21, 2018 

Sophia Christiana Graham 

February 25, 2018 

 Brielle Grace Gervasi 

February 25,2018 

DECEMBER   

Date Attendance Operations Capital Campaign 

12-3-2017 301 $5,815.86 $257.00 

12-10-2017 169 $4,965.04 $77.00 

12-17-2017 335 $5,606.55 $755.00 

12-24-2017 570 $10,337.44 $179.00 

12-31-2017 112 $4,022.50 $120.00 

Good Samaritan 
$185.00 

Pastor’s Mission $250.00 

Outreach $75.00 

United Methodist Student Fund $27.00 

JANUARY  

01-07-2017 175 
$6,558.00 $1,095.00 

01-14-2017 201 $5,012.38 $340.00 

01-21-2017 242 $4,877.75 $218.67 

01-28-2017 285 $4,997.74 $167.00 

Good Samaritan $50.00 

Pastor Mission Fund $325.00 

Outreach $333.00 

Human Relations Sunday $21.00 

Announcements. . .cont  
2018 HEALTH FAIR AND BLOOD DRIVE 

Our annual Health Fair and Blood Drive in coming up soon. Please plan on joining us on March 24 

from 9-2.  We’re offering free blood pressure checks, chair massages, and activities including 

McGruff the Crime Dog, to occupy kids while you browse tables for information and great new 

products for everyone.  At the same time, you’ll be able to offer some of your precious life saving 

blood.  Did you know that each pint of blood can help up to 3 people?! Come on out and join us for 

the fair and help to save lives. Sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

A new Adult Membership class will be starting on April 11th.  These classes meet once a week for 

4 weeks in the evening in Pastor’s study.  Please contact the office if you are interested in becom-

ing a new member of Chews UMC. We’d love to have you. 
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Sermon Series—April 15th Through May 6th 

“Happiness Is…” 

If only I could lose the weight, get the job, buy the house, marry the person of my dreams, win 

the lottery, retire soon...I could be truly happy! Couldn’t I? All too often, happiness seems to be be-

yond our reach. How do we find lasting happiness in our lives? Maybe the answer isn’t in our own 

lives at all. Rev. Matt Miofsky, lead pastor at The Gathering UMC in St. Louis, MO works through 

these questions in his book, “Happy? What It Is and How To Find It.” Through the season of Easter, 

we will be considering these questions in light of what Scripture shares with us. 

April 15th Is Happiness Possible? 

Ecclesiastes 1:3-8; 

2:1-3,10,18-189,22-

23; 5:10-11,15 

April 22nd The Gift of Forgiveness 

Exodus 32:9-10 

2 Corinthians 5:17-

21, Matthew 10:38-

39, 18:21-22, 5:43-47 

April 29th Happiness Beyond Circumstances 
Philippians 4:4-7, 11-

13 

May 6th Happiness Is a Gift 

Isaiah 55:8-9 

Luke 9:23-24 

John 10:10 

March 4th Let’s Party Psalm 16:11 

Matthew 11:7-19 

March 11th Jesus Loves the  

Little Children 

Matthew 19:13-15 

Isaiah 46:3-4 

March 18th Jesus Was a Rule Breaker Mark 2:23-3:6 

March 25th Jesus Hung Out With 

Those People 

John 4:7-26 

April 1st Jesus Thought He Was God John 1:1-3 

Sermon Series—March 4th through April 1st 

“Breaking Bad” 

     We all have bad habits.  Our culture is filled with them.  It is hard to begin to 

even mention all of them.  But, you might be surprised to know Jesus had bad hab-

its. Dr. Leonard Sweet, in his book, “The Bad Habits of Jesus”, reveals some of the 

habits which the people of Jesus’ time considered bad.  Some examples are spit-

ting, procrastinating, being wasteful or dangerous, breaking rules, partying, plus 

many more.  Many people had a lot to say about Jesus’ behavior.  Join us as we 

begin 2018 considering what the bad habits of Jesus have to teach us for today’s 

living. 
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, 

 

                     KIDS CORNER! 

             Family 

Family is more valuable than  

gold or silver or rubies or diamonds. 

For love is the hardest substance ever. 

Nothing can break love, family and friends. 

——Anya Finn 

 

                                                             The Loaves & Fishes 

Our 3rd—5th grade Sunday School class is going to feed the multitudes! After learning about 

the Loaves and Fishes, they decided to combine their “little baskets” into one BIG basket and 

donate a meal to our Outreach Mission. From now until Easter we will be collecting their pen-

nies, nickels and dimes to provide a Spring time Taco Tuesday for the homeless. Please encour-

age them to remember how their little bit can be so much more! 

                                                                      SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES! 

 The United Methodist Higher Education Fund is offering many different scholarships for the 

2018-2019 School year. Graduate and Undergraduate scholarships are available for church mem-

bers. There are national, Local, and Greater New Jersey scholarships for students pursuing many 

different degree programs. Please call the office for further information about how to begin the ap-

plication process. 

EASTER EGG HUNT! 

Who: Children ages 0-12 

When: Sunday, March 25th 1:30-3:00 PM 

Where: Chews UMC, Rain or Shine! 

Why: To have fun, make a craft, enjoy a snack and fellowship. 

Needed: Volunteers to help before, during, and after the hunt.  Bags of Easter Eggs will be avail-

able starting Sunday February 18th to be filled with wrapped goodies and returned no later than 

the morning of the hunt.  Contact Patti Conway at 856-693-3573 or Lisa Cavanagh at 856-304-

6313 for more information or to volunteer. You can also contact the church office.  

 



March/April 2018              The  Church  Mouse Page #8                             Chews UMC 

 

 

What’s Happening in Children’s Ministries at Chews . . . 

      Sunday School 

Every Sunday from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM children and adults attend Sunday School classes at Chews.  

We have teachers and assistants that tell people of all ages about the love of God.  Please come out and join 

the class that best suits your needs. 

Kid’s Club and Little Lambs 

We are blessed to offer Kid’s Club and Little Lambs once a month beginning in January.  The program is 

planning to have meetings once a month, on the 4th Sunday of the month. Kids’ Club is for ages Kindergarten 

through 5th grade and Little Lambs from birth through 5 years of age.  Please watch the bulletin for dates to 

bring your children on Sunday evenings once a month from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM.  Mom and/or Dad can enjoy 

watching their Little Lambs grow in the Lord while big brothers and sisters join the activities of Kid’s Club. 

Jennifer Coradetti will be coordinating our Little Lambs, and Joe Cavanagh will be organizing our Kids’ 

Club. Please call the office to register your child. 856-939-1007 

   Children’s Music 

We are working to build a children and youth music ministry that would allow our Chews kids the opportuni-

ty to perform, sing, dance, and play an instrument as a way of raising their voices to God. In the planning are 

a small recorder ensemble, a children’s choir, an interpretive dance group, oration performances, and a small 

band. If your child is interested in being a part of any of these groups, please contact Emma Finn at the church 

office. If any adult is interested in helping to organize, teach, choreograph, or write for us, we want to hear 

from you! 

  

 

 

 

Enlightenment 

I could not understand 

Why Christ shed his blood, 

And let my sins fall from me 

And cleanse me in that flood. 

 

I could not quite believe 

He gave his life for me. 

I spoke with Him one day, and asked, 

“What have I given for Thee?” 

 

That was before I knew 

And understood His love, 

Which now flows in my heart, 

Abundant from above. 

 

Now I have learned His truth 

And know his blessed word. 

And pray my thanks to Him, 

And know my prayers are heard. 

by 

Dorothy M. Bills 
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Mission & Ministry Store 

Church Office 

Sundays: 9:00 to 9:30 AM &10:30 to 11:00 AM  

Monday through Friday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

We have many unique and interesting ways to assist our Church family in expressions of love, faith and 
dedication.  We offer Scrip Cards.  When you purchase a gift card, our Church family receives a percentage of 
the sale.  Prayer cards offer an opportunity for individuals to receive a memorial prayer card on the loss of a 
loved one.  Also, a heartfelt greeting card can make a thoughtful gift to show how much we care.  PDQ gift 
cards and Feeding the Flock cookbooks are also available.  We ask that you prayerfully give from your heart 
and consider giving a few of these items to show how much joy these gifts can bring.   

Available items are: 
$10.00 PDQ Cards for $7.00 each. 
“Feeding the Flock Cookbooks $10.00 each. 
Greeting Cards $2.00 each.  6 for $10.00 gift pack. 
Scrip Cards—See forms on Welcoming Tables. 
Jewelry—$3 and $10. All proceeds to church. 
Prayer cards 

Amazon Smile 
Go to www.amazon.smile.com and set up your individual profile indicating Chews United Methodist 

Church as your charitable organization.  Chews UMC will receive 1/2 % of your order automatically. 
GIFT CARDS 

We have many different gift cards available for easy shopping and dining. Our church receives a percent-
age of each card sold. On hand cards include: Red Lobster, Boston Market, Wawa, PDQ, Dunkin’ Donuts, 
Boscov’s, WalMart, and Cinemark. 

 
 

 

 
Would you like to know more 

about your church organization? 
 

Would you like to be notified when the Bishop com-
municates directly to his congregations? 

To get these communications, 
and more, go to gnjdi-

gest@gnjumc.org with the fol-
lowing information: 

• Your Name 

• Email Address 

• Church Affiliation (if any) 
By subscribing to this list, you'll receive the follow-

ing communications: 

• The weekly GNJ Digest 

• Messages from Bishop Schol 

• Death Notices 

• Special Notices 
A Future with Hope (Sandy Relief and Recovery) 

updates 
Questions can be sent to gnjdigest@gnjumc.org. 
For the same type of information from the District Super-
visor for Gateway South District send an e-mail to: gate-
waysouth@gnjumc.org. Providing: 

• Your Name 
• Email Address 
• Church Affiliation (if any)  

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 If you are in grades 6-12, please come join 

us for fun and fellowship, on Wednesday 

nights (6:30-8PM). We meet downstairs in the 

blue room. 

The MidWinter Advance trip to Keswick was 

a success with 25 youth and adults attending 

the weekend retreat. 

 

The Snowman painting fundraiser raised $ 

 

http://www.amazon.smile.com
mailto:gnjdigest@gnjumc.org
mailto:gnjdigest@gnjumc.org
mailto:gnjdigest@gnjumc.org
mailto:gatewaysouth@gnjumc.org
mailto:gatewaysouth@gnjumc.org
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Gift Card Order Form 

    
 

 
     

         

Date                 

Name                 

Address         

          

            

Phone           

E-Mail           

  

Checks can be made out to Chews United Methodist Church         
Order forms can be turned into the church office, Orders cannot be processed until totals equal $1,000.00. 

      Value of gift card 

Available 
            

Store   
% of giveback         Quanti-

ty 
Line 

Total 
AMC Movie Thea-

tres 
8% $25          

Cinemark Theatres 4% $25          

Macy's 10% $25   $100        

Walgreens 6% $25   $100        

Applebees 8% $25 $50          

CVS 6% $25   $100        

Target 2.50% $25 $50 $100        

Walmart/Sam's 

Club 
2.50% $25   $100 $250      

Boscov's 8% $25            

Old Navy 14% $25   $100         

Kohl's 4% $25   $100         

Darden Restaurants 9% $25             

Dunkin Donuts 3% $10 $25          

Panera Bread 9% $10 $25          

Red Robin 9% $25            

Longhorn 9% $25             

Texas Roadhouse 8% $25             

Outback 8% $25 $50          

Amazon 3% $25   $100        

WAWA 1.5% $25   $100         

Bed, Bath & Beyond 7% $25   $100        

Denny's 7.00% $10   $100 $250      

Whole Foods 3% $25   $100        

Lowes 4% $25   $100 $500 $1,000    

Home Depot 4% $25   $100 $500 $1,000    

Staples 5% $25   $100        

                    

                    

                 

For a complete list realtiers visit www.shopwithscrip.com, last 3 boxes open for special request Total  

            

           Authorized by  Date 
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ONLINE GIVING 

GIVE ONLINE 

You may now give securely through our Online Giving platform. To do so simply VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

CHEWSUMC.COM/GIVE and you will be directed to an online payment form. Gifts can be made by credit card or 

bank account and can also be set up to automatically recur at a frequency of your choosing. We thank you for your 

dedication and devotion to your church.  

“Church Mouse” Is Viral 

Subscribers are now able to receive their bi monthly issue of “The Church Mouse” directly in their e-mail 
inbox.  The newsletter will be attached to an e-mail and will open as an Adobe Reader file (.pdf).  Most com-
puters today are equipped with this program. 

To sign up for this convenient service just send an e-mail to the church office (office@chewsumc.com) 
with the Subject line “Church Mouse Subscription”.  In the body of the e-mail include your full name, phone 
number, and mail address (as it appears on your newsletter mailing label) and state that you would like to re-
ceive “The Church Mouse” by e-mail...it’s that simple.  By receiving your subscription electronically you are 
helping your church to save on operating expenses by saving on time, postage, paper, ink & labor. 

If you would like to ask any questions or require further information you are welcome to contact our 
church secretary, Tuesday through Friday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM or leave a message. 

Dedication Opportunities 

Some of our members have asked, “Is there 
another way to support Chews Church”?  You can be 
a Dedication sponsor.  You can dedicate the Com-
munion Elements for $20.00, The Upper Room for 
$80.00 per issue or The Candle Oil for $25.00 per 
month in honor or memory of your loved ones. Just 
contact the Church Office for more details. 

2018 Church Mouse Submission Deadlines 

Sunday, April 1st 

Sunday, June 3rd 

Military Care Packages 
 

 Please email Karen Jennings at KJCARDI-

NAL@aol.com.  the name and address of any Mili-

tary Personnel who are deployed out of the USA.  

A care package will be sent out to them each 

Month of their deployment. We support all 

branches of the military. 

Thank you, 

Karen Jennings, Marine Mom 

Military Support Group of NJ 

P.O. Box 118 

Stratford, NJ 08084 

856-783-1953 
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Please Support these Businesses that support Chews UMC 

Lamp Post Diner 

www.lamppostdiner.com 

1378 Little Gloucester Rd. 

Clementon, NJ 08021 

856-784-2800 

Please support these local  

business that support our church. 



Please e-mail any items to 

office@chewsumc.com   

 

    Include details  

such as when, where,  

who, how much, and especially WHY. We 

would also love to include your photos! 

NEXT DEADLINE: 

Sunday, April 1st 

Chews United Methodist 
Tree of Life 

Endowment Fund 
 

The Endowment Fund for Chews United  

Methodist Church was established in 2004. 
On the back wall of the sanctuary is the  
beautiful gold tree with leaves and acorns  
in memory and in honor of family and friends. 
The gifts to this fund are invested and 
create a meaningful legacy. 
The funds help support the future ministry 
of our church and for the continuation of 
Chews 
United Methodist for generations to come. 
Donations in any amount are gratefully accepted. 
A leaf can be placed on the tree for a gift  
of $ 100.00 or more.  An acorn can be placed  
on the tree for a gift of $ 1,000.00 or more. 
The leaf or acorn will be engraved to the donor’s 
specification.  This can be way to honor or 
memorialize your loved one.   
With Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and 
graduations coming up, what a way to acknowledge 
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